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Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah
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Selected Pieces from the Maharal’s Gur Aryeh
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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

1. Dan"T2"n nnx now: The bracha that Yitzchak intended to give Eisav was that he could always come back to a
life of kedusha. That bracha was taken by Yaakov, and thus no matter how far we stray, we can always come
back. (Important applications for kiruv and teshuva)

2. NITAN X781 wn 0N DIR: Avraham was greater than Yizchak in that he discovered God alone. Yitzchak was

greater than Avraham in that he was born into a family of tzadikim (Baal Teshuva vs FFB)
3. WX TIAY' 201 07T 22:00 12T yin: The ambiguity of the pasuk is intentional. Sometimes Eisav is up, sometimes
Yaakov, but they are never equal.




N:1D 1M190: Yitzchak was dependent on the brachos of Avraham until he went out and told people about God

himself. (Important lesson for the mission of being a Jew... telling others about God. See Rambam 'n NanxX nixn.)
R’ Hirsch has a famous (yet controversial) statement that Eisev did not connect with a Torah lifestyle because he
received the same education as Yaakov. This is a great conversation starter to discuss differentiated education and
child rearing.

5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion (cont.)

Foundations
N2aN
Our Forefathers

1.

3.

With the birth of Yaakov in this parsha, all three of the Avos have been introduced and, in that vein, we will discuss the

unique role of the Avos within the formation of the Jewish people.

The Significance of the Each of the Avos

a. See Ramban Toldos 26:3 explaining why God swore to each of the Avos
b. See Teshuvot Panim Meiros vol. 1 #39 which addresses why we say during davening Elokei Avraham, Elokei
Yitzchak, Elokei Yaakov, rather than just mentioning God once. He explains that each of the Avos created their
own unique relationship with God.
c. See Maharal Chiddushei Aggados, Yevamos 79a that the three signs for a Jewish person ( *mi nuw™a n'annn
n'T1oN) correspond to the three Avos.
Avos and the Torah
a. The Maharal (Tiferes Yisroel ch. 17) explains that the Torah was not given to the Avos because the Torah,
since it is unchanging, could not be given to individuals, but must be given to a nation. Nonetheless, we have
two important Gemorahs that discuss the Avos keeping the mitzvos:
i. Yoma 28b -n71D nnmn 9w 11'ax bNax ovyp
ii. Kiddushin 82a - nina X7y Ty 0710 NAIMN 70 NX 12X DNNAX NWY
b. Since the Talmud seems to describe that the Avos did keep the whole Torah, many meforshim are puzzled by
how some of the Avos seem to violate certain halachos (like Yaakov marrying two sisters). A separate
question, though related, is what was the halachic status of the Avos before the giving of the Torah. Were they
halachically considered Jews? Many, many commentators discuss these questions:
i. See Minchas Asher Va’Yishlach #42 who cites many of the primary opinions

1. Fascinating and well known response of the Ramah (#10) that only Avraham, but not the other
Avos kept the Torah.

2. Important Maharal (Tiferes Yisroel #20 and Gur Aryeh 46:10) with MANY connections to
other issues that the Avos only obliged themselves to positive commandments, but not the
negative commandments.

3. Parshas Derachim Drush #1 - Bases many disputes on the question of the halachik status of
the Avos.

Only Three Avos
a. See Talmud Brachos 16: - nw7w XX NIAX7 "I |'X. Many Achronim (‘7 nix 'K nd7yn '9% waT N®02 X"T1'N)

struggle to figure out what this means since we do find instances where others are called Avos.
i. See Ritva Yevamos 46a explains this only applies to prayer.



